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the poet laureate of the United States, and the 
first Latino poet laureate in American history. 
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CONGRATULATING YADKIN VAL-
LEY MOTOR COMPANY ON 100 
YEARS 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2015 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to rec-
ognize Yadkin Valley Motor Company in North 
Wilkesboro, North Carolina, which recently 
celebrated its 100th anniversary. 

It is the oldest Ford dealership in the Caro-
linas and 20th oldest out of about 3,100 Ford 
dealerships nationwide. 

A.F. Kilby was the first of four generations 
of Kilbys to sell Fords at Yadkin Valley. His 
son, Andrew ‘‘Bud’’ Kilby, and grandson, John 
Kilby Sr., now own the dealership. At 89 years 
old, Bud still works at the dealership six days 
a week. John serves as general manager, and 
his son, John Kilby Jr., is a salesman and 
Internet manager. 

In May more than 1,500 people turned out 
for a special car show marking the 100th anni-
versary. Several hundred vehicles, including a 
number of antique Fords, participated. 

Congratulations to the Kilby family and ev-
eryone at Yadkin Valley Motor Company on 
this significant milestone. 

CONGRATULATING MARY ELLEN 
KLINCK 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2015 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate a friend and stalwart in the 
town of East Haddam, Connecticut, Mary Ellen 
Klinck. This week she will be honored with the 
Frank Davis Award from the East Haddam 
Democratic Town Committee for her lifelong 
commitment to fairness and justice. I ask my 
colleagues to join me in thanking Mary Ellen 
for her lifetime of service. 

Mary Ellen’s involvement in local govern-
ment, state government and Democratic poli-
tics spans decades and has left a huge foot-
print of people she has helped and public offi-
cials she has helped elect. She has served as 
the Commissioner of the State Department on 
Aging, on the Connecticut State Environmental 
Committee, as an East Haddam Selectwoman, 
a member of the East Haddam Economic Re-
vitalization Committee, the East Haddam DTC 
Chair and executive board member, as a 
member of the Democratic Women’s Club, as 
a volunteer for countless Democratic cam-
paigns, and of course, as a candidate herself. 

The first time I met Mary Ellen she was a 
freshman state representative in 1987, when 
she worked with the new Democratic majority 
to permanently enact a state prescription drug 
program for seniors—known as the 
CONNPACE program. At the time, Medicare 
provided no coverage for outpatient prescrip-
tion drugs and under Governor William O’Neill, 
and Commissioner Klinck, Connecticut be-
came one of a handful of states to step up 
and provide affordable lifesaving medications. 
It took over 15 long years before Congress 
created Medicare Part D and followed Mary 

Ellen’s vision for strengthening the health care 
of America’s elderly. 

After her historic term as Commissioner of 
the State Department on Aging, Mary Ellen 
continued to be a force of nature in public life, 
advocating for small business, the environ-
ment, and helping aspiring candidates for pub-
lic office, such as yours truly who will be eter-
nally grateful for all her help in my election to 
Congress in 2006 by the slender margin of 83 
votes. 

A tireless advocate for seniors, the environ-
ment, local small businesses and the history 
and culture of East Haddam, Mary Ellen’s en-
ergy and dedication is unmatched. The East 
Haddam community is fortunate to have her 
experience and enthusiasm as a constant 
force for good. Few know East Haddam as 
well as Mary Ellen, and even fewer have de-
voted as many hours of their time working tire-
lessly to improve community life for its resi-
dents. I once again ask my colleagues to join 
me in congratulating Mary Ellen for this well- 
deserved honor. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 16, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,151,879,901,274.20. We’ve 
added $7,525,002,852,361.12 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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